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As I look through the pages of this edition of Insight, 
I am struck by the extraordinary achievements of 
our students and the unwavering commitment of our 
staff, whose dedication makes these opportunities 
possible. Whilst representing the school at SRTRC, 
celebrating our heritage and diversity at the vibrant 
Nigerian Cultural Evening and inspiring Eisteddfod, 
or embracing innovation in the CyberFirst 
competitions, our students continue to show 
what can be achieved when talent is nurtured in a 
community built on respect, curiosity and service. 

The accomplishments of our young people have also 
been recognised at our Celebration of Excellence, 
shining a light on pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 who 
consistently give their very best and embody the 
values of our school. 

Our students continuously embrace opportunities 
beyond the classroom, from local events to 
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unforgettable experiences such as the trip to Rome. 
Watching them grow in confidence, deepen their 
understanding of the wider world and create lasting 
memories has been one of the greatest pleasures 
of this year. 

Thank you once again for the trust you place in us 
and for your continued partnership in your child’s 
education. I look forward to welcoming everyone 
back in the new academic year as we continue to 
grow and flourish together. 

I wish you and your families a peaceful and 
restorative summer, and hope you find time to enjoy 
one another’s company, appreciate the beauty of 
God’s creation, and return refreshed for the year 
ahead. As Pope Leo XIV reminds us, “Education is 
one of the highest expressions of Christian charity,” 
and it is a privilege to share in that mission together.  
Mrs J Morgan, Headteacher

As we reach the end of another 
academic year, I would like to 
thank every student, parent, 
carer, member of staff and 
governors for the support, 
kindness and encouragement 
you have shown me during my 
first year as Headteacher.  
It has been a year of learning, 
growth and immense privilege, 
I feel incredibly fortunate to be 
part of such a rich, diverse and 
talented school community. 
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Our diversity is our strength.”
Lewis Hamilton

“

Our Community Ministry were recently invited by Show 
Racism the Red Card to attend Rodney Parade and to 
present a summary of their anti-racist work this year.

Show Racism the Red Card is vital for promoting equality, 
respect and inclusion. Through engaging workshops and 
educational resources, it helps young people challenge prejudice, 
celebrate diversity and understand racism’s impact. The initiative 
encourages kindness, empathy and positive citizenship, creating 
safer, more inclusive school communities.

They spoke with real passion and clarity in front of many other 
Newport schools and were awarded a trophy to recognise the 
difference they are making in our school. Thank you for inspiring 
so many others and please keep up the great work!

SRTRC CONFERENCE
We are working with Show Racism the Red Card to challenge racism, through empowering role models within our 
school and wider communities, organisations, and sports, in order to dismantle racism in society.
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The Lord bless you and keep 
you; the Lord make his face 
shine upon you and be gracious 
to you.” Numbers 6:24–2

Summer Message

As we reach the close of another 
academic year, we give thanks to 
Almighty God for His many blessings 
and the graces He has bestowed 
upon our school community. 
Throughout the year, we have grown not only in knowledge but 
also in faith, hope, and charity, seeking to follow Christ more 
closely in our daily lives. At the closing of this school year, let 
us pause with grateful hearts to thank God for all that we have 
shared and accomplished together. Every challenge overcome, 
every friendship formed, and every moment of learning has 
been part of the wonderful story God continues to write in our 
lives.

The summer months provide a welcome opportunity for rest 
and renewal. Our Lord Himself invited His disciples to “come 
away...and rest for a while” (Mark 6:31), reminding us that true 
rest is found in Him. As we enjoy time with family and friends, 
may we also make time for prayer, the celebration of the Holy 
Mass, and quiet moments in which to listen to God’s voice.

As a Catholic school community, our faith does not take a 
holiday. Whether we are at home or away, we are called to 
continue living the Gospel by showing compassion, choosing 
forgiveness, caring for creation and carrying out small acts of 
love which can have a lasting impact and help us bring Christ’s 
light to those around us.

We entrust all our pupils, families, and staff to the loving care 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, asking her to guide and protect us 
throughout the summer. May the saints intercede for us, and 
may the Lord grant us a season of peace, joy, and spiritual 
renewal.

“

Father, Creator of all, thank you for the 
warmth of the sun, the lengthening days, 
and the beauty of creation around us. In this 
season of rest, we give thanks for the gift 
of time to be with loved ones, to breathe 
deeply, and to walk gently in Your presence.
Grant us the peace that surpasses all 
understanding, that we may find stillness 
in our hearts and rest in Your will. May 
the rhythm of summer remind us of Your 
love, and may we share that warmth and 
kindness with all around us.
As we relax in the light of Your creation, 
draw us closer to You, and fill our souls with 
the joy of Your Word and the comfort of 
Your Grace. Amen

As we begin the summer break, we pray that every member 
of our school community will experience rest, joy, and God’s 
abiding peace. May this season refresh our hearts and 
strengthen our hope, so that we return in September ready to 
embrace new opportunities with faith, courage, and generosity.

May God bless all our pupils, families, and staff with a safe and 
happy summer, and may Christ continue to walk beside you 
each day.



Youth Chaplaincy Prayer Hunt
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The Youth Chaplaincy has raised ........  for Cafod Café  
by selling items every other lunchtime.

This is an amazing achievement and we will continue to launch 
the Café in the Autumn term next year. In addition, members 
of the Youth Chaplaincy supported the Year 5 and Year 6 
transition. They did this by supporting the workshops which 
involved helping pupils create messages of hope and aspiration 
letters to their future self. Finally, Youth Chaplaincy have 
celebrated the different events of the liturgical year such  
as celebrating the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity.

To celebrate the Day of Prayer this term, The Youth 
Chaplaincy team created a whole school prayer 
hunt, they placed nine Bible verses around all the 
RE classrooms. This required pupils to use the 
Bible to explore the meaning of scripture and how 
quotes connect to the virtues and challenged them 
to find and write out each verse.  

Each completed sheet was entered into a raffle to win 
a £20 amazon voucher. Mrs Massaro collected all the 
sheets this week at either break time or lunchtime and all 
those that entered before the deadline of Thursday June 
25th were entered into the draw. The winners are:

1. Shay Grant (7P) 
They won a £20 Amazon voucher. 

2. Jarome Hanna (9T) 
They won a 5 minute leave  
early pass and skip the queue. 

3. Antonina Stephien (10S) 
They won a selection of  
chocolate and sweets. 
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An evening to celebrate
NIGERIAN
HERITAGE

Hosted by Amarachi Ugochukwu & Lily Emenike

A very hot Thursday 9th July  
saw the St Joseph’s community  
celebrate Nigerian Culture.
Comperes Amarachi Ugochukwu and Lily Emenike 
hosted a fantastic night, celebrating Nigerian art, 
drama, geography, history,  identity, literature, poetry, 
sport and so much more!

We were also treated to the national anthem, 
DJDot’s Afro Beats, language lessons, 
quizzes and finally some delicious Nigerian 
food provided by Manuelle Foods of Newport. 
Please support this fabulous local business 
whenever you can!
Thank you to all the parents that helped set up,  fund the 
food and to everyone that attended this amazing celebration. 

Click for Facebook: manuellefoods  Insta: manuellefoods

https://manuellefoods.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100065570796356
https://www.instagram.com/manuellefoods?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
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Our Nigerian Heritage evening was an absolute 
blast! The hall and canteen were full of  music, 
colour and fabulous food, whilst we learnt about 
the Nigerian culture, art, geography, history and 
literature - all topped off with a parents and 
teachers v pupils quiz. Everyone finished off by 
busting some moves to DJDot”. Mrs S Neale

“
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Hands in 
Water Epoxy 
resin and acrylic 
by Jairo Besa

(Left) Wire Face 
Pastel Sketch  
by Jennifer P 
Leon

(Left) Shoes 3D 
costume design by 
Bethan Spruce

(Right) Character 
Board Mixed Media 
by Alyssa Salvador

Mermaid Sculpture by Anita Paniasiuk

A LEVEL GALLERY
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Pen drawing  
by Joseph Cross
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Mermaid Sculpture by Anita Paniasiuk

Submerged Digital Art by Macie Silverson

(Above) Toys Mixed media by 
Jenny Lau

(Below and right) Grief...?  
Installations and acrylic paintings by Anastasiia Kolotusha

Signposted Installations by Amelia Sroka



10      Serving God Through Learning Together

SKETCHBOOKS

SJHS A /AS LEVEL ART SHOW 

Art A Level is demanding. They say 
for every hour spent in class, you 
should dedicate another hour to 
studying at home. For Art, however, 
every hour in class is typically 
matched by around five hours in  
our sketchbooks.
 It is this dedication that makes the annual art exhibition such 
a rewarding occasion. We all felt immense pride in finally 
sharing our work after months of preparing. It was a privilege 
to showcase our projects to such a diverse audience this year, 

including teachers, parents, governors and friends. This created 
a real sense of community which was especially felt when our 
work was purchased by people we may have never met before. 
It was incredibly affirming to know that others valued our 
creativity enough to invest in it, an experience many of us had 
never encountered before. 

For the students it was also enlightening to see each other’s 
art projects, the range of mediums, styles and ideas was 
astounding. We are immensely grateful to our teachers, Mrs 
Kent, Claire, Mrs Neale and Mrs Stevens for everything extra 
you do, from organising special trips like life drawing, to 
ordering the only white gel pens us fussy artists like! We hope 
you will come along next summer to experience, support and, 
above all, enjoy the Art Exhibition.

Our pupils sketchbooks are a small window into who they are, what inspires them and illustrates perfectly how much work goes into 
producing a GCSE, AS or A Level grade in Art. Each page is a work of art in itself and we are very proud with the hard work each 
pupil has given to their craft this year.
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 & 
RE & ART VIVONO LA VITA ITALIANA
ROME

In May, we had 
the incredible 
opportunity to travel 
to Rome, Italy with 
RE and Art pupils. 

During our visit, we explored many of Rome’s famous 
landmarks, including the Vatican, where we admired the beauty 
and significance of St Peter’s Basilica and the surrounding 
treasures. We also stepped back in time as we visited the 
magnificent Colosseum and learnt about the history of Ancient 
Rome. 

Throughout the trip, we enjoyed sampling lots of delicious 
Italian food, from fresh pasta to authentic pizza and of course, 
gelato! We embraced the warm Italian sunshine as we explored 
the city and made lasting memories together. One morning, 
we spent time creating artwork in a beautiful park, using the 
stunning scenery as inspiration. We also enjoyed a relaxing river 
cruise along the Tiber, which offered a different perspective of 
the city. To make the trip even more memorable, we were given 
the exciting opportunity to meet the pilot on our flight home, 
providing a perfect end to an unforgettable experience.

My favourite part was the art museum because all 
the paintings were really good and very detailed”

Liliana Adamczyk

“
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“Please can we go back again next year”

All roads 
lead to 
Rome...



My Trip to Rome
Written by Jasper P

Earlier this term I went on the RE and art trip to Rome, this was 
an incredible experience, and I would strongly encourage all 
students to go on at least one school trip throughout their time 
at St Joseph’s. On our trip some of the major landmarks we 
visited are the Vatican, the Colosseum and Palatine Hill. 

Both the flights there and back were great! All in all, a great 
experience that I think anyone can enjoy no matter who you are.
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“

Mrs Latter would like to thank Miss Moore, 
Mrs Davies, Mr Lewis, Mrs Kent and a HUGE 
thank you to Mrs Neale who organised 
everything to a ‘T’, so maximum fun could be 
enjoyed by everyone.

Mrs Kent said “It was sssoooooo hot, 
but the pupils all went with the flow. 
They were impeccably behaved and 
it was such a privilage to not only get 
ot know them better, but also watch 
them grow in confidence and soak 
up this new, Roman experience with 
ease and enthusiasm.”
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COMPUTER
SCIENCE
CyberFirst Student Leader Award
In recognition of their services to Computing 
and Cyber across the school, helping to 
support clubs, competitions, curriculum 
development and general support in running 
CyberFirst events such as the Year 7 
Enigma Experience.
We are pleased to announce that Genevieve 
Dinham, Seren Adams and Lukas Andrade 
were all awarded the CyberFirst Student 
Leader Award. Nominated by Mr Wyatt, 
their contributions were considered by a 
panel of Cyber Security experts from the 
NCSC and all were successfully recognised.

Cyber Workshops: 
USW Year 10 Cyber Investigations
Year 10 Computer Science students recently took part in 
an exciting Cyber Investigations workshop, hosted by Rhys 
Driscoll from the University of South Wales (USW).

The visit was particularly special as Rhys is a former Head of 
Computing at St Joseph’s, returning to the school to share his 
knowledge and experience with the next generation of Computer 
Science students.

Throughout the workshop, Rhys introduced students to a range of 
cyber investigation skills and techniques, giving them an insight into 
how digital information can be examined and used as part of an 
investigation.

Students then had the opportunity to put these new skills into 
practice through a range of practical activities and challenges. The 
tasks encouraged students to think logically, analyse information 
carefully and apply their problem-solving skills in realistic cyber 
investigation scenarios.

All Year 10 Computer Science students took part in the workshop 
and engaged brilliantly throughout the session. Feedback from 
the students was extremely positive, with students describing the 
workshop as “brilliant” and thoroughly enjoying the opportunity to 
develop their cyber skills in a practical and engaging way.

A huge thank you to Rhys Driscoll and the University of South 
Wales for providing such an enjoyable and valuable experience for 
our students. It was fantastic to welcome Rhys back to St Joseph’s!

Digital Leaders
Following a rigorous application and interview process involving 
a panel of our current Year 11 digital leaders, the Computing 
department are excited to announce our new digital leaders team! 
Our digital leaders have been selected from Years 7 all the way 
through to Year 13 and were chosen for their passion enthusiasm 
for all things computers. Our digital leaders team will be leading 
clubs in the Computer Science Department such as Chess and 
Minecraft Club, helping to promote cyber awareness across the 
school, supporting in curriculum development and improving digital 
competence across the school. 

 

Your Digital Leader Team is:  
Alistair, Brown-Bennett, Omogbolahan 
Williams, Layla Carr, Sam Williams,  
Esha Hussain, Lucy Johnson, Daniel 
Jones, Sean Khonje, Isabelle Adams, 
Mikolaj Bujak, Jaques Wall, Deedee 
Gumsley, Seren Adams, Genni Dinham, 
Yiannis Muscat, Aryam Sium.

SJHS in partnership with
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COMPUTER
SCIENCE

Year 8 Trailblazers Workshop
A selected group of Year 8 students recently had the 
opportunity to take part in an exciting CyberFirst workshop, 
developing their cyber security, problem-solving and analytical 
skills through a series of engaging challenges.

Throughout the workshop, students were tasked with 
completing a range of activities inspired by the skills used by 
cyber professionals. One challenge involved analysing data 
to create the ultimate Quidditch team, requiring students 
to carefully examine information and make evidence-based 
decisions.

Students also put their Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) skills 
to the test as they attempted to track down and locate the 
mysterious Patient Zero. By investigating clues and piecing 
together information, teams had to think carefully about 
how publicly available data can be used as part of a cyber 
investigation.

The final team challenge saw students working together to solve 
a series of problems and uncover the secret code to a safe. 
Communication, logical thinking and teamwork were essential 
as students raced to crack the code.

The Year 8 students engaged brilliantly with every activity, 
showing excellent teamwork, determination and enthusiasm 
throughout the day. They thoroughly enjoyed the experience 
and gained a valuable insight into the wide range of skills and 
careers associated with cyber security!

Year 9 Adventurers Workshop
Year 9 students recently had the opportunity to take part in an 
exciting CyberFirst Adventurers workshop, designed to introduce 
them to the world of computer science, cyber security and 
emerging technology.

The workshop gave students the chance to complete a range of 
fun and engaging problem-solving activities while also encouraging 
them to consider studying Computer Science at GCSE.

Throughout the session, students explored a variety of topics 
linked to the rapidly changing digital world. Activities included 
Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) style online investigations, where 
students used clues and publicly available information to solve 
challenges and uncover key information.

Students also investigated some of the latest trends in the 
development of technology, with a particular focus on the growing 
impact of Artificial Intelligence. This gave them an opportunity to 
consider how AI is changing the way we live and work, as well as 
some of the opportunities and challenges new technologies may 
create.

Another important area of the workshop focused on fake news and 
misinformation. Students explored different methods of spotting 
unreliable or misleading information online and considered the 
importance of questioning the content they see and share.

Our Year 9 students engaged brilliantly with the activities and 
demonstrated excellent problem-solving, investigation and critical-
thinking skills throughout the workshop. The session provided 
a fantastic insight into the exciting opportunities available within 
computer science and cyber security and, hopefully, inspired many 
students to continue developing their digital skills in the future.

I didn’t realise it was so important 
to understand AI development”

Cyber Explorers Cup results

Congratulations to both Albie and Theophilus who both 

achieved Cyber Champion Level 4 and 5 following the hard 

work they put into this years Cyber Explorers competition. 

In doing so, they have achieved SCQF Level 5 credits, 

equivalent to GCSE level work. Congratulations both!

A huge thank you to CyberFirst for providing such an enjoyable and inspiring experiences for our students.

“
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EISTEDDFOD
Blynyddoedd 7 ac 8 \ Years 7 and 8

Pupil quote” . Pupil name“

Dathlwyd ein heisteddfod 
flynyddol gan Flwyddyn 
7&8 ar yr 30ain o Fehefin 
a roedd yn ddiwrnod 
llwyddiannus diolch i waith 
caled ac ymarferiadau’r 
disgyblion a’r athrawon. 

Rydyn ni’n lwcus iawn gan fod llawer o 
ddisgyblion talentog gyda ni yn ysgol Joseff 
Sant a chawson ni ein hadlonni gydag 
amrywiaeth o ganu ac offeryn cerddorol. 
Ym Mlwyddyn 7, enillwyd y gystadleuaeth 
gerddoriaeth gan Semilore Boyede, 
Joe Weng and EJ Simon (7H) gyda 
pherfformiad cerddorol ffantastig gyda’r 
bechgyn yn canu’r drymiau, piano a gitâr.  
Yn ail oedd Freya Hughes (7T) a ganwyd 
“10:35” by Tate Mcray roedd lleoliad 
trydydd ar y cyd gyda Jiannah Pavulo 
(7P) yn canu, “From the Start” gan Laufey 
ac Amelia Rosser (7T) yn canu, “Super 
Trooper” gan ABBA.  

Ym Mlwyddyn 8, enillwyd y gystadleuaeth 
ganu unigolyn gan Sydney Fowler (8P) 
gyda pherfformiad cryf a brwdfrydig 
“Don’t You Worry ‘Bout a Thing” o’r 
ffilm “Sing” a daeth Sienna Churcher yn 
ail gyda’i pherfformiad “Beaches” gan 
Beabadoobee.  Roedd lleoliad trydydd ar 
y cyd gydag Ariane Champs (8V) yn canu 
“My House” o Matilda’r ddrama gerddorol 
a Natalie Dabrowski (8V) yn canu “Thumbs” 
gan Sabrina Carpenter. 

Yn y gystadlaeth gano offeryn, roedd 
lleoliad cyntaf ar y cyd gyda Lucy Johnson 
(8S) yn canu “No Time to Die” gan Billie 
Eilish ar y piano a Justin Weng (8H) yn 
canu darn o gerddoriaeth hyfryd ar y piano 
hefyd. 

Prif ddigwyddiad y diwrnod oedd cadeirio’r 
bardd, lle ydyn ni’n gweld enillwyr 
cystadleuaeth greadigol barddoniaeth yn 
cael eu coroni a gosgordd i’r llwyfan yn 
gwisgo clogyn.  Ar y llwyfan, chwaraeodd 
Mrs Davies rhan hen dderwydd sy’n gofyn 
i bawb y cwestiwn, “A oes heddwch?” Ac 
mae pawb yn ymateb gan weiddi allan, 
“Heddwch!” 

Llongyfarchiadau i Finley Galvez (7J) am 
ennill gyda’i gerdd am “Fy Hunaniaeth 
Gymraeg” ac Audrey Ikena (8S) gyda’i 
cherdd yn ymwneud cyfan â’i gwreiddiau 
Nigeraidd a Chymreig. Gwnaeth y ddau yn 
arbennig o dda am ddarllen allan eu gwaith 
ar y llwyfan felly gallai pawb werthfawrogi 
eu talentau creadigol. 

Gyda chystadlaethau dosbarthiadau, 
enillwyd cystadleuaeth farddoniaeth gan 
7O gyda’u fersiwn o’r gerdd, “Braf yw 
Bwyta” ac enillwyd cystadleuaeth ganu gan 
7O hefyd gyda “Sosban Fach”. 

Ym Mlwyddyn 8, enillwyd y gystadleuaeth 
farddoniaeth gan 8V, gyda’u fersiwn o 
“Super Mario” ac enillwyd cystadleuaeth 
ganu gan 8V gyda fersiwn hardd o “Calon 
Lân”.  

Enillwyr cyffredinol yr Eisteddfod ym 
Mlwyddyn 7 oedd 7T ac enillwyr cyffredinol 
ym Mlwyddyn 8 oedd 8T.  

Hefyd cawson ni berfformiad anhygoeol 
gan y band talentog iawn “Shrugs” sy’n 
cynnwys, Hughie Shearer (9O), Alice Chard 
(7P), Robyn Chard (9P), Caleb Morgan 
(9S), Seren Heath (9P) a Sam Pullen (9V) 
a oedd yn siglo’r brif neuadd gyda chân 
Bryan Adams, “Summer of ’69”  Da iawn 
pawb! 

Diolch yn fawr iawn i’r barnwyr 
gweithgar i gyd ac yn gwneud 
penderfyniadau’n heriol ac i Miss 
Doyle a Mrs Humphries am helpu 
gydag eitemau cerddorol! 

Da iawn pawb!
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Years 7 and 8 celebrated our 
annual Eisteddfod on the 30th  
June and all their hard work and 
rehearsals paid off to make it a  
very successful day. 
We are very lucky to have lots of talented pupils at St Joseph’s who 
entertained us with an array of singing and musical instruments.  
In Year 7, the music contest was won by Semilore Boyede, Joe 
Weng and EJ Simon (7H) with a fantastic musical number with the 
boys playing the drums, piano and guitar. Second place was Freya 
Hughes (7T) singing, “10:35” by Tate McRae and joint third place 
was Jiannah Pavulo (7P) singing, “From the Start” by Laufey and 
Amelia Rosser (7T) singing “Super Trooper” by ABBA. 

In Year 8, the individual singing contest was won by Sydney Fowler 
(8P) with a powerful and upbeat performance of “Don’t you Worry 
‘Bout a Thing” from the film “Sing” and Sienna Churcher (8O) came 
2nd with her performance of “Beaches” by Beabadoobee.  In joint 
third place was Ariane Champs (8V) singing, “My House” from 
Matilda the Musical and Natalie Dabrowski (8V) singing “Thumbs” 
by Sabrina Carpenter.   

In the instrumental competition, there were joint winners with Lucy 
Johnson (8S) playing “No Time to Die” by Billie Eilish on the piano 
and Justin Weng (8H) playing a captivating piece on the piano as 
well.   

The main event of the day was the chairing of the bard, whereby 
we see the winner of the creative poetry competition crowned 
and escorted to the stage draped in a cloak. Once on stage, 
Mrs Davies played the part of the ancient druid who asks, “A oes 
heddwch?” “Is there peace?” and everyone responds by shouting 
out, “Heddwch!” “Peace!” 

Congratulations to Finley Galvez (7J) for winning with his poem, 
“My Welsh Identity” and Audrey Ikena (8S) with her poem all about 
her Nigerian and Welsh roots. They both did a great job of reading 
their work aloud on stage so that everyone could appreciate their 
creative talents. 

As far as the form competitions went in Year 7, 7O won the poetry 
competition with their rendition of “Braf yw Bwyta” and 7O also won 
the singing competition with “Sosban Fach”. 

In Year 8, the poetry competition was won by 8V with their version 
of, “Super Mario” and 8V also won the singing competition with a 
beautiful rendition of “Calon Lân”.  

The overall winners of the Year 7 Eisteddfod were 7T and the overall 
winners of the Year 8 Eisteddfod were 8T. 

We were also treated to a medley of songs by the very talented 
band Shrugs comprising of, Hughie Shearer (9O), Alice Chard (7P), 
Robyn Chard (9P), Caleb Morgan (9S), Seren Heath (9P) and Sam 
Pullen (9V) rocked the whole main hall with Bryan Adams, “Summer 
of ’69”.  Da iawn pawb! 

Thank you to all the hardworking judges 
for making some challenging decisions 
and to Miss Doyle and Mrs Humphries for 
helping with the musical items! 
Da iawn pawb!
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Mathemateg Math
1st	 Vincent Pullen 7P 
2nd	 Ollie Francis 7V 
3rd	 Tilly Pollock 7V 

Saesneg English
1st	 Finley Galvez 7J 
2nd	 Harmi Patel 7E 
	 Andrea Iadevaia 7O 
3rd	 Anashe Nissi Gunguwo 7T	

Technoleg Technology
1st	 Finley Galvez 7J 
2nd	 Lenny Noble 7H 
3rd	 Daisy Masterson 7J 
	 Rhannah Lacorte 70 

Dyniaethau Humanities
1st	 Alona Shinto 7E 
2nd	 Ivana Ng 7H 
3rd	 Harmi Patel 7E

Celf Art
1st	 Maria Zyniewicz 
	 Laura Cikto 7J 
2nd	 Marco Casertano 7S 
	 Rosalyn Walton 
	 Phoebe Price 7J 
3rd	 Jhanvi Binoj 
	 Scarlett Johnston 7P 
	 Gumana Mohammed 7S   	

Mathemateg Maths
1st	 Elijah Madziva 8O 
2nd	 Albie Lansdown 8S 
3rd	 Louin Haywood-
Woffenden 8E 

Saesneg English
1st	 Audrey Ikena 8S 
2nd	 Hailee Tambling 8V 
3rd	 Tyler Lee Gregory 8H	

Technoleg Technology
1st	 Sienna Churcher 8O 
2nd	 Esha Hussain 8S 
3rd	 Daisy Edwards,  
	 Ffion Clark and 
	 Gabrielle Edafienne 8T 
	 Ines Querico and  
	 Aveline Franklin 8P 

BLWYDDYN 7 • YEAR 7 BLWYDDYN 8 • YEAR 8
Enillwyr cystadlaethau oddi ar y llwyfan • Off-Stage competition winners

Celf Art
1st	 Durinda Virtucio 8V 
2nd	 Anna Zime 8S 
	 Esha Hussain 8S 
3rd	 Lynda Chen 8T 
	 Rosie Winter 8E 	

Dyniaethau - Humanities 
1st – Ffion Clark 8T 
2nd – Seth Richards 8E 
3rd – Tyler Nurden 8T 	
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Yn syth ar ôl cyrraedd a bwyta cinio poeth, roedd pawb 
mewn siwtiau gwlyb ac allan ar Llyn Tegid am ychydig oriau o 
badlfyrddio, nofio a heriau yn y dŵr. Yn ddiweddarach, cawson 
ni noson o chwaraeon a nofio yn y pwll, a oedd yn llawer 
gynhesach na’r llyn!

Dydd Sadwrn oedd y diwrnod mwyaf prysur; roedden ni’n 
brysur gyda chyfeiriannu, canŵio, dringo creigiau a phadlfyrddio 
tan y noswaith. Ar ôl pryd o fwyd enfawr arall yng Nglan-llyn, 
roedd pawb yn paratoi ar gyfer y Disgo yn y Nos a sesiwn arall o 
chwaraeon yn y neuadd chwaraeon tan yn hwyr.

Bore Sul, ar ôl pacio a chlirio’r ystafelloedd, roedd cwpl mwy 
o weithgareddau i orffen y penwythnos. Roedd un grŵp ar 
y rhaffau uchel gyda thegan Mistar Urdd a achubwyd gan y 
disgyblion a dangoson nhw’r cwrs i gyd iddo! Gwnaeth y grŵp 
arall gwylltrefft gan gynnau tanau a choginio malos melys cyn y 
daith hir nôl i Gasnewydd.

Diolch enfawr i’r Urdd am y daith gyfan, i flwyddyn naw am 
gymryd rhan ym mhopeth ac i Mr Davies a Miss Griffiths am 
gefnogi Mr Burton a Miss Read o’r Adran Gymraeg gyda’r daith 
ac am roi o’u penwythnos i roi blas i flwyddyn 9 o amgylchedd 
hollol Gymraeg yn y Bala, Gogledd Cymru.

 & 

GLAN-LLYN
Unwaith eto, aeth yr adran Gymraeg 
gyda Blwyddyn 9 i Ogledd Cymru i brofi 
penwythnos o weithgareddau anturus 
mewn amgylchedd Cymraeg. Teithiodd 
49 i fyny mewn bws, trwy Lanfair-ym-
Muallt brydferth i Ganolfan Breswyl yr 
Urdd yng Nglan-llyn, Y Bala.

“
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Paddles up...!

Not afraid of heights...sort of!

Saturday was the busiest day; orienteering, canoeing, rock 
climbing and paddleboarding kept us busy until the evening. After 
another huge Glan-llyn meal everyone got ready for the night 
disco and another session of sports in the sports hall until late 
into the night.

Sunday morning, after packing and clearing rooms there were 
still a couple more activities booked to finish off the weekend. 
One group was on the high ropes with a Mistar Urdd toy that we 
rescued being taken around the whole course! The other group 
did bushcraft; making fires and cooking marshmallows (malos 
melys!) before the long journey back to Newport.

A huge thanks to the Urdd for the whole trip, to the year nine 
for taking part in everything and to Mr Davies, Miss Griffiths for 
supporting Mr Burton and Miss Read from the Welsh Department 
with the trip and giving up their weekend to give year 9 a taste of 
a fully Welsh environment in Bala, North Wales.

Once again the Welsh department took ear 9 to North 
Wales to experience a weekend of adventurous 
activities in an immersive Welsh language setting.  
49 pupils and staff travelled up by coach, through the 
beautiful Builth Wells to the Urdd Residential Centre 
at Glan-llyn in Bala.
Straight after arriving and having a cooked lunch everyone was 
in wetsuits and out on the amazing Lake Tegid for a few ours of 
paddleboarding swimming and challenges in the water. Later we 
had an evening of sports and swimming in the pool, which was 
much warmer than the lake!
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Platinum Champions Once Again
‘Highlights from my Visit’ by Jo Walters, Keep Wales Tidy

It was a pleasure to be warmly welcomed by members of 
the Eco Committee, who greeted me at the entrance and 
proudly guided me around the school grounds. Environmental 
education is clearly embedded across the curriculum and 
throughout school life. It was fantastic to see sustainability 
being promoted in a variety of subject areas, from the Art and 
Textiles departments, where materials are creatively reused and 
repurposed, to Geography lessons that explore important global 
issues such as rainforest destruction and deforestation.

Mr Nunn has worked hard to maintain a strong environmental 
focus throughout the year, regularly sharing information and 
evidence of the messages communicated to learners about 
environmental challenges and the actions they can take to make a 
positive difference. This ongoing engagement helps to ensure that 
sustainability remains a visible and important part of school life.

The Eco Committee members spoke enthusiastically about their 
projects and achievements. Their passion for improving the school 
environment was evident, and it was a pleasure to hear about the 
initiatives they have led and supported throughout the year.

GARDEN GROWTH

Jo Walters, Keep Wales Tidy, thoroughly enjoyed the day with the ECO Team and said:

“Thank you for the warm welcome I received during my recent visit. It was a pleasure to speak with 
you, the staff, and the pupils; your collective enthusiasm for environmental action was inspiring.” 

The ECO Team pupils 
presented their finding and 
future actions perfectly 
helping to win the award.

It is clear that the school is fully committed to reducing its 
environmental impact. Significant investments, including the 
installation of solar panels, a heat pump, energy-efficient lighting 
and improvements to transport arrangements, demonstrate 
a genuine commitment to sustainability. These developments 
represent substantial progress and will make a meaningful 
contribution towards reducing the school’s carbon emissions.Jo also gave the ECO Team lots to think about for next 

year, and gave them lots of hints and tips too.
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Buzzing about Bees!
Using bricks and bits and bobs 
around the school, the Eco 
Team have created a bees and 
bugs house in the eco garden - 
it even has a roof!
Bee and bug houses are vital because they provide 
safe nesting and hibernation habitats for beneficial 
insects, combating urban habitat loss. By supporting 
species like solitary bees, ladybirds, and lacewings, 
these houses naturally boost plant pollination and 
provide organic pest control, which reduces the 
need for harmful chemical pesticides.

ECO THOUGHTS
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
International Day for Biological Diversity, celebrated each 
year on 22 May, is a global initiative led by the United 
Nations to highlight the importance of the rich variety 
of life on Earth. It reminds us that biodiversity underpins our 
daily lives, providing the food we eat, the air we breathe and 
the natural systems we rely on. It is also a call to recognise the 
growing threats facing the natural world and the urgent need to 
care for and protect it.

In the UK and Wales, biodiversity is declining due to habitat 
loss, pollution, climate change and human development. Many 
species and natural habitats are now in poor condition, with 
some at risk of disappearing altogether. These challenges 
have led to increasing concern about a “nature emergency” 
and highlight the importance of renewed efforts to protect and 
restore creation.

A local example often referenced is the decision not to proceed 
with the M4 relief road in 2019. While cost was a major factor, 
the potential damage to the Gwent Levels, an area of rich 
wildlife and protected habitats, was also significant, showing 
how development decisions can have lasting impacts on 
biodiversity.

There are simple ways we can all make 
a difference. At home we can support 
biodiversity by planting native flowers 
for pollinators, reducing the use of 
pesticides, creating wildlife-friendly 
spaces, and using water and resources 
wisely. Even small actions, such as 
allowing part of a garden to grow 
naturally or providing spaces for birds 
and insects, can help nurture and restore 
the natural world around us.
By taking small steps to protect the natural world, we can help 
preserve its beauty and richness for future generations.
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Celebrating Success  
and Looking Ahead
As we come to the end of another 
successful academic year, I would like 
to take the opportunity to reflect on the 
fantastic partnership between Careers 
Wales and St Joseph’s RC High School 
and share some of the opportunities 
that have supported our students during 
2025–26. 

A major focus this year has been 
supporting our Year 11 students as 
they prepare for their next steps after 
compulsory education. Working closely 
with Mr Nunn and Mr Green, we are 
pleased that around 90% of Year 11 
students have been offered a one-to-one 
guidance interview with a professionally 
trained Careers Wales adviser. These 
personalised sessions have provided 
students with the opportunity to explore 
their strengths, interests, qualifications 
and future aspirations, helping them 
make informed decisions about their 
post-16 pathways. 

To further support career planning, Year 
11 students participated in a range of 
activities designed to broaden their 
understanding of the options available 
to them. In November 2025, students 
attended a visit to Coleg Gwent, giving 
them a first-hand insight into college 
life, courses and facilities. In January 
2026, we held a Sixth Form Information 
Evening, helping students and families 
understand the opportunities available 
through further study at St Joseph’s. 

This was followed by a Training Provider 
Briefing in May 2026, introducing 
students to apprenticeship and 
training opportunities. Together, these 
experiences have provided a valuable 
introduction to the many exciting 
pathways available after Year 11. 

Students from other year groups have also 
benefited from Careers Wales activities this 
year. Victoria Burston-Yates, Careers Wales 
Business Engagement Adviser, organised 
engaging Health and Social Care workshops 
for Year 10 students in partnership with 
Flying Start, helping students understand 
careers within the sector. We also delivered 
a highly successful speed networking event 
to support Year 9 options choices, giving 
students the opportunity to speak directly 
with employers and learn about different 
industries. Throughout the year, a range of 
employers have visited the school to support 
learning linked to the Areas of Learning 
and Experience (AoLEs), helping students 
make meaningful connections between their 
education and the world of work. 

Looking ahead to September, we are 
excited to continue building upon this 
year’s success. Year 10 form groups 
have already received a Careers Wales 
introduction and have met their Careers 
Adviser, Lindsay Todd. One-to-one 
guidance interviews have already started, 
and students have taken part in group 
sessions introducing the full range of 
post-16 pathways, ensuring they are well 
prepared for the more detailed career 
discussions that will take place during 
guidance interviews.

Parents and carers play a vital role in 
supporting young people with career 
decisions. Please look out for our digital 
information letter, which explains how 
Careers Wales works and provides 
contact details for your Careers Adviser. 
This will be sent to Year 11 families 
in September and to Year 12 and 13 
families in February. 

During the summer holidays, if your child 
is aged 16, they may wish to explore 
summer or seasonal employment 
opportunities: 

Summer seasonal jobs

You can also encourage your child to 
identify their interests and strengths by 
completing the Careers Wales Career 
Match Quiz: 

Career Match Quiz

Perhaps the most valuable support 
you can offer is simply having regular 
conversations about their future. The 
Talking Futures website contains excellent 
guidance for parents and carers: 

Talking Futures 

We look forward to continuing our work 
with students and families in the new 
academic year and helping every young 
person at St Joseph’s to realise their 
potential. 

As we come to the end of  another successful academic year, 
I would like to take the opportunity to reflect on the fantastic 
partnership between Careers Wales and St Joseph’s RC High 
School and share some of  the opportunities that have supported 
our students during 2025–26. 

CAREERS
BY MISS L TODD, CAREERS ADVISOR *  SJHS WORKING WITH CAREERS WALES

https://careerswales.gov.wales/plan-your-career/features/summer-seasonal-jobs
https://careerswales.gov.wales/career-match-quiz
https://www.talkingfutures.org.uk/career-conversations/
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May the Lord bless our 
students and their families 
throughout the summer 
months. May He guide 

our young people as they 
discover their gifts, talents 
and future pathways. May 

they grow in wisdom, 
confidence and faith, and 

may God’s love accompany 
them in all that they do.  

Amen.
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#VELINDRE

With a welcome return  
for a fifth year, the 
Velindre Enterprise Fair 
was yet again a huge 
success...    
https://www.velindrefundraising.com/

Velindre Cancer Centre provides specialist cancer 
and blood services across South and Mid Wales 
through Velindre Cancer Centre and the Welsh 
Blood Service. Delivering quality, care and 
excellence to their patients and donors is at the 
heart of  their organisation.

This year, Year 10 raised £6,719.39 as creative 
and innovative entrepreneurs, producing and 
selling hand crafted products.
Despite the soaring temperatures, this year’s Enterprise Fair, 
organised by Mrs Price was a fantastic success, bringing 
together pupils and staff for a day of fun, creativity and 
community spirit. Our talented Year 10 students showcased 
their entrepreneurial skills through a wide range of craft stalls, 
selling handmade products including bracelets, sweet cones, 
ice cream and many other creative items. The event highlighted 
the innovation, hard work and business acumen of our 
learners, who had worked tirelessly to prepare their products 



Serving God Through Learning Together     29

“

Year 10 raised an enormous £6,719.39
for sale. There was plenty of excitement 
on offer throughout the day, with the 
thrilling ‘Extreme’ fairground ride proving 
a huge attraction for those seeking an 
adrenaline rush. Pupils also enjoyed a 
variety of inflatables, including the ever 
popular ‘Gladiator Duel’ and ‘Laser Tag,’ 
while the impressive 24-foot climbing 
wall challenged participants to reach 
new heights. Most importantly, the fair 
created a wonderful atmosphere where 
everyone was able to enjoy themselves, 
make lasting memories and support a very 

worthwhile cause. We are delighted that 
all proceeds raised from the event will be 
donated to Velindre Cancer Care, helping 
to support the vital work they do for 
individuals and families affected by cancer.

A huge thank you goes to everyone who 
attended, donated, volunteered and 
contributed to making the Enterprise Fair 
such a memorable and successful event. 
Together, we demonstrated the power of 
community, enterprise and generosity. 
#TeamWelshBaccalaureate
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SUMMER

READNG

This list is designed to help 
you discover new worlds, 
explore different perspectives, 
and find stories that truly 
speak to you. Every book 
listed is available to borrow 
from the school library.

Year 7 and Year 8

Year 6 Transition

Reading Recommendations:

The Last Bear  
by Hannah Gold
The Climbers  
by Keith Gray
Wildspark  
by Vashti Hardy
The Girl of Ink 
and Stars by Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave
Silverfin  
by Charlie Higson  
Kick  
by Mitch Johnson

Skulduggery Pleasant  
by Derek Landy
What Happens Online  
by Nathanael Lessore
Sad Ghost Club  
by Lize Meddings     
Onyeka and the 
Academy of the Sun 
by Tola Okogwu
Hatchet  
by Gary Paulsen
Wolf Brother  
by Michelle Paver

Seven Ghosts  
by Chris Priestly
Ghost  
by Jason Reynolds
Ghost Boys  
by Jewell Parker 
Rhodes 
Percy Jackson and 
the Lightning Thief  
by Rick Riordan
Birdie by J.P. Rose
Impossible Creatures  
by Katherine Rundell

Holes by Louis Sachar
Tyger by F.S. Said
Stargirl  
by Jerry Spinelli
Murder Most 
Unladylike  
by Robin Stevens
Wings of Fire  
by Tui T. Sutherland  
The Hobbit  
by J.R.R. Tolkien
Kerb Stain Boys  
by Alex Wheatle

Moving from primary to secondary school 
can bring up several common questions 
for Year 6 pupils. The books below can 
help ease the transition and support your 
child through this new chapter:

Dive into your next great 
adventure with our Year 7 
reading recommendations! 
Reading is one of the most 
powerful things you can do 
for yourself, as it not only 
boosts your brainpower 
and vocabulary but 
also reduces stress and 
expands your imagination. 

Non-Fiction: 
‘Go Big’ by Matthew Burton 
and ‘Moving Up’ by Christian 
Foley are both supportive, 
practical guides helping 
children confidently handle 
the transition from primary to 
secondary school.

‘You Are a Champion’ by 
Marcus Rashford is an 
inspiring book that empowers 
young people to build 
confidence, find their voice, 
and achieve their full potential.

Fiction: 
This diverse selection features 
verse novels, graphic novels, 
poetry, and dyslexia-friendly 
texts. Most importantly, it 
spotlights exceptional writing 
about change and transition 
that will inspire deep empathy 
in young readers.

Dyslexia Friendly 

Available as a Graphic Novel
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TRANSITION
AN EXCITING

SJHS Transition Days

Throughout June, we undertook 
a range of different transition 
experiences with our Primary cluster 
schools to help our new Year 7 pupils 
acclimatise to life in high school as 
smoothly as possible. 
We extended our very successful Mock High School week to the 
majority of our cluster primary schools, and over 40 lessons by 
28 members of staff from the high school were delivered to Year 
6 pupils. At the start of July, we welcomed all of our new Year 7 
pupils and their parents into school to experience what life is like 
in high school. 

Parents and pupils were able to meet their new form tutor.   
This was followed by two days in St Joseph’s where pupils had 
the opportunity to attend different subjects and spend more 
time with their form tutor. During the two days, they toured the 
school, attended lessons and were expertly supported by our 
Transition Ambassadors, who even produced a film to welcome 
them (with the help of Mrs Kent). They even had a whole 
day dedicated to wellbeing activities, superbly led by our PE 
department. The day ended with our transition Mass in school. 
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This was a wonderful way to end the two days, uniting our 
primary schools together and celebrating the start of their new 
journey in St Joseph’s. 

We were very lucky to have been so effectively supported by 
our primary colleagues during all of these events.  

We are very excited to welcome our new Year 
7 pupils in September, and whilst we know that 
moving up to a new school can be daunting, 
we are sure that these experiences will help 
alleviate some of the worries.
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NEWS...
LIBRARY

Our school library has thrived as a vibrant 
hub of learning and community during this 
National Year of Reading. We’ve hosted 
engaging online webinars, Eco Groups, 
Book Groups, and Tranquil Tuesdays 
designed for quiet reflection. Pupils have 
also enjoyed playing chess, engaging in 
creative writing and reading competitions, 
and taking part in our lively Kahoot Quiz 
every Friday.
It has been particularly heartwarming to witness daily acts 
of kindness towards others with pupils actively helping one 
another make friends and include their peers in new friendship 
groups. 

Alongside these activities, the library has been invaluable for 
academic focus; our Year 11 and Sixth Form students have 
diligently used the library as a study area, showing immense 
commitment during their exam preparation.

We also celebrate our top readers: 

Zenith S (8E) who has borrowed more than 100 books

Dalna B (7S) who has borrowed more than 90 books

Maks L (8S) Who has borrowed more than 70 books

Amelia B (8H) who has borrowed more than 50 books

Liliana O (7S), Courtney C (7S), Labaayka B (11O), Chantelle U 
(9P), Gabrielle E(8T) who have all borrowed more than 30 books 

Special mention to Form Group 7S, who have smashed records 
by collectively borrowing over 500 books this year! More than 
1900 books have made it into the hands of St Joseph’s pupils 
this year.

Special mention to Mr Ring who is our top staff borrower and 
has loaned many books from the library this year. Mr Ring is a 
frequent visitor to the library and will often spend his lunch break 
reading, especially a sport biography. Thank you Mr Ring for 
being such an ambassador for reading.

Intro

year of reading
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NATIONAL YEAR OF 

READINGyear of reading Everyone is invited to Go All In.
Whatever you’re into, read it and be an advocate for ‘Go All In’ 
this year. Visit your local library and support your high street 
bookshop. Start a conversation with your children to ask them 
what they love doing, what are their interests or passions and 
then encourage them to go deeper and read into them.

Set yourself  a reading 
challenge this summer.
Use these free resources to develop 
your reading over the summer.

Click the button on the right to link to 
the website.

Free access all summer to news stories, articles and quizzes.

Free listening, reading, writing and speaking resources.

Resources for younger children including author videos and 
extracts.

Free access to eBooks and Audiobooks through your local 
library.

Free access all summer to extracts, author videos and reading 
challenges.

For those with sight loss or impairment.

FIRST NEWS

LEARN ENGLISH

READING ROCKS

NEWPORT BORROW BOX

AUTHORFY

RNIB TALKING BOOKS

https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/summer-reading-2026/?fn=EEA8GMQ9
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/summer-reading-2026/?fn=EEA8GMQ9
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/summer-reading-2026/?fn=EEA8GMQ9
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/reading
https://wherereadingrocks.com/lp/summer-book-boost/
https://wherereadingrocks.com/lp/summer-book-boost/
https://newport.borrowbox.com/
https://newport.borrowbox.com/
https://authorfy.com/
https://authorfy.com/
https://www.rnib.org.uk/living-with-sight-loss/independent-living/leisure/reading-and-books/talking-books/
https://www.rnib.org.uk/living-with-sight-loss/independent-living/leisure/reading-and-books/talking-books/
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SPORTS
DAY 2026
Sports Day at St Joseph’s is always 
a very popular event in the academic 
year! All year groups were not only a 
credit to themselves and their forms, 
but also for us as a whole school 
community. 
Both pupils and staff got fully involved in traditional and non-
competitive activities. Each year group took part in eight 
events within their form classes, where they could gain points 
to coincide with our Catholic virtues for this term Learned and 
Wise. Points were awarded for teamwork and for all pupils in 
each form participating. Although there were points available to 
win for each form class, pupil participation and enjoyment was 
at the forefront of each sports day.  

Pupils did also get to experience some of the traditional athletic 
events with all form classes competing against each other. 
It was great to see so many pupils involved, displaying great 
sportsmanship, resilience, determination, and amazing effort. 
There were overall form winners for each year groups, but each 
pupil should be extremely proud of their achievements and 
performances.  

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all pupils, 
parents, carers and other home links for your continued support 
and commitment towards our sporting extracurricular clubs 
this year! We wish you a restful summer and are looking 
forward to seeing many more of you in September to 
continue building on our successes from this year in all 
our extra curricular activities and teams.  
Much love,  Mr O’Driscoll and the PE Team
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RESULTS 
& RECORDS
Congratulations to all the winning forms, and every pupil who added points to their form tally 
can also be super proud of their contributions. A big thank you to all staff and pupil helpers for all your 
efforts, without your help these amazing whole school events don’t happen.

Records broken.
Isabella Peter in Year 9 ran the Girls 800m in 2m 3secs 
beating the previous record of 2m 40secs which had 
stood since 2017.

Year 7 J O S E P H T V

Points 135 104 120 117 110 118 115 93

Position 1 7 2 4 6 3 5 8

Year 8 J O S E P H T V

Points 130 130 128 107 106 143 133 116

Position 3t 3 5 7 8 1 2 6

Year 9 J O S E P H T V

Points 124 75 86 68 178 131 159 150

Position 5 7 6 8 1 4 2 3

Year 10 J O S E P H T V

Points 124 120 140 151 112 148 94 115

Position 4 5 3 1 7 2 8 6 PE
N

EW
S
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PE
N
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Jorge
Jorge won silver in 
the U16 boys 300m 
at the Welsh Athletics 
Championships. Great 
achievement Jorge.

Lucian
Congratulations to 
Lucian in Year 7 who 
became West division 
box cup champion 
last weekend.

Isabella
Isabella competed in the 
Welsh Championships 
U16 Steeplechase event 
in Deeside, winning a 
silver medal for Wales.

Isla
Isla won 4 gold medals 
in the Traditional 
Tang Soo Do 
Federation European 
Championships. WOW!

Tyler
Following on from his 
most recent National title 
win, Tyler was chosen to 
represent Wales in the British 
championships this weekend. 
In his first international 
competition he secured a 
bronze medal and we are so 
proud, da iawn champ.

Layla
A huge congratulations to 
Layla and Team Wales who 
competed in Florida for the 
World for Youth Pom and 
came 5th IN THE WORLD!

Olivia
Congratulations to Olivia who 
took part in South Wales Solo 
Championship 2026 and she 
was crowned South Wales 
Solo Champion 2026.

Year 10 2026 
Basketball Champs
 
Llongyfarchiadau to our 
Year 10 basketball team 
on winning the National 
Basketball Finals 2026 at 
Sophia Gardens!

This is their 3rd title, an 
incredible achievement 
from a talented group. 
Special congratulations to 
Sam Morgan, named MVP!

SJHS AthleticsTeam U14 Basketball

Year 9 Rugby Year 7 Rubgy

Year 10 Football Year 7 Football
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An enormous congratulations to all the 
Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 pupils that have 
been awarded Attainment and Endeavour 
Awards for their hard work and resilience 
over the last academic year.

KEY STAGE 3 AWARDS
Congratulations to  
Isabella Peter who  
won the 2026 KS3  
Headteachers Award.
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THANKYOU&FAREWELL
Mrs Cathy Reese joined our 
mathematics department in 2011 and 
has been a hugely popular member 
of staff who has provided an excellent 
mathematics education for so many 
of our students. She has provided 
support to the maths department 
and has always been keen to help 
out across the school in any way 
she can. Mrs Reese retires after an 
impressive 23 years as a teacher. 
She kindly delayed her retirement to 
support in the department and we are 
truly grateful for her service, but now 
we wish her well as she moves on to 
exciting  new endeavours. 

Mr Dave Whitehouse joined us 
as a caretaker nine years ago and 
has worked tirelessly to maintain the 
excellent quality of our school site. 
He is always a friendly face around 

school. He tends to our poly tunnel 
garden with great care and attention, 
and has invested a great deal of time 
to something he is passionate about, 
and will continue to do for a few hours 
every week during his retirement - a 
true inspiration to our pupils. He has 
also driven our sixth form students 
around to our collaboration schools 
to ensure that they can continue their 
studies across the city. We will miss 
Mr Whitehouse but we wish him a 
long and happy retirement. 

Mr Jordan Lott came to St Joseph’s, 
as a cover supervisor, in March of this 
year, just as our Estyn Inspection was 
starting. He has supported in many 
departments but particularly in History. 
We thank him for his service and wish 
him well as he moves on to his first 
teaching post in England. 

Ms Alisha Wallbank joined our 
History department in January 
this year and has proved to be a 
popular and energetic member of the 
department. She has been keen to 
get involved in all aspects of school life 
and we will miss her positivity around 
the school. We wish her the very best 
of luck as she moves on to her next 
teaching post. 

Mr Cole Clarke joined us at the start 
of the academic year as a Teaching 
Assistant, supporting students in our 
Inclusion Department, and we know 
that he will be missed by staff and 
pupils alike. He is now going on to 
study a PGCE to become a teacher 
and we wish him every success with 
his new career. 

Good luck in your new adventures 
everyone, we will miss you all.

Classes of 2026
This term, we said our goodbyes to our wonderful 
Year 13 and Year 11 students. Starting with a beautiful 
leavers' services led by Mrs Burke, we reflected 
on our school community and students' journeys 
over the past 7 years. We also celebrated students' 
time at St Joseph's through a variety of musical 
performances, speeches and awards.

We are so proud of each and every one of you, and 
we cannot wait to hear about your future successes. 
Whether you're moving on to Sixth Form, university, an 
apprenticeship, into employment, or taking a Gap Year, 
good luck next year.

Please keep in touch, and good 
luck for your results in August 2026
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Dates for your diary 2026
Autumn Term TYMOR Y HYDREF

September

1 Inset Day

2 Year 7 Academic year begins

2 Year 12 Induction

3 Years 8,9,10 11 & 13 Academic year begins

9 KS4&5 Celebration Evening

10 School Photographs (Years 7, 9, 11 & 13)

October

1 Year 7 Pastoral Evening

2 Harvest Fast Day

TBC Year 7 Welcome Mass

20-22 Open Mornings

26-30 Half Term

November

18 Year 9 Careers Carousel

20 Inset Day

23 Inset Day

26-27 Flu Immunisations

26 Year 12 Parents’ Evening

December

3 Year 8 Parents’ Evening

10 Year 13 Parents’ Evening

16 Advent Service

18 Last Day of Term

Please be aware that if there are any unforeseen circumstances,  
these dates might change.

Catch the St Joseph’s RC High School news as it happens on:
www.sjhs.org.uk

twitter.com/sjhsnewport
www.facebook.com/stjosephsnewport


