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Welsh is a compulsory subject in 
years 10 and 11, and has been since 
1999. 

 

Pupils have two options: 

 

Full 
course 

Short 
course 



Full 
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Short 
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5 hours every 
fortnight 

2 hours every 
fortnight 
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Full 
course 

1 GCSE 

A*- U 

4 units 

Year 10 
Unit 1 – 1 hour Written Exam 
Unit 2 – 3 Controlled Assessments 
 
Year 11 
Unit 3 – Speaking Exam 
Unit 4 – 1 hour Written Exam 

25% 

25% 

25% 

25% 



Short 
course 

½ GCSE 

A*- U 

2 units 

Year 10 
Unit 1 – 3 Controlled Assessments 
 
Year 11 
Unit 2 – 1 hour Written Exam 

25% 

25% 



“The percentage of pupils who achieve A*-C on the short 
course has increased in recent years, but these results 
compare poorly with pupils’ achievement in the full course.” 

 
Estyn 2007 

I decided to study full 
course Welsh because 
I enjoyed it in year 9. 

I was interested in 
other subjects so 
decided to take 

short course Welsh. 

I wanted to develop a 
greater degree of 

fluency and 
understanding. 

In my opinion 
studying full course 

will improve my 
career prospects. 

What have pupils said in the past? 



@SJHSCymraeg 


